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Head Teacher’s Message 
 
On behalf of all staff and 
pupils of Fernhill School I 
would like to wish all our 
families and friends a 
very successful..and 
Happy New Year! 
 
It has certainly been a 
very lively start to the 
new term in Fernhill with 
senior school prelims 
scheduled to commence  
on Monday, a second 
highly successful and well-
received Open Night 
having taken place - and 
very encouraging 
numbers taking our 
entrance exams at 
various stages!  
 
As usual life in our school 
is packed with events and 
activities and I’m sure 
you will enjoy reviewing 
some of our recent 
highlights - and 
anticipating what’s in 
store - in this the January 
edition of our Newsletter. 
 
Save the date: The 
Fernhill One Heart One 
Mind 2015 Charity Ball 
will take place on 
Saturday 19th March at 
the Hilton Glasgow. 
Tickets are available from 
www.oneheartonemind.co
.uk I look forward to 
seeing you there! 
Donations of prizes for 
either the raffle or high-
level auction will be 
gratefully received. 

 

Best Wishes 

 

 

 

Dr Laura J Murphy 

Head Teacher  

The children of Primary Six enjoyed a 'behind the scenes' tour of the Scottish Parliament on 
Thursday 14th January thanks to one of our grandparents, Mr. John McKenzie. From the best seats 
in the Debating Chamber, Primary Six witnessed democracy in action during First Minister’s question 
time where they heard party leaders debating a number of interesting current issues. During lunch 
they were joined by Mr Graeme Pearson MSP for South Scotland and had the opportunity to ask 
questions about parliamentary life and the work of the Scottish Parliament. The highlight of the day 
had to be meeting the First minister herself, Nicola Sturgeon, who took time to pose for photographs 
with them. 

Pupils from S6 and P7 attended 
the Annual Education Mass in 
Our Lady of Good Aid 
Cathedral in Motherwell on 
Wednesday 27 th January. 
Young people and teachers 
from schools throughout the 
Diocese of Motherwell came 
together to celebrate Catholic 
Education on this special 
night.  This year the Mass 
formed part of the official 
Diocesan celebrations for the 
Jubilee year and therefore had 
Mercy as the main theme. 

Fernhill School were delighted to welcome Partrick Harvie MSP to 

the School on Monday 11th January. Patrick welcomed discussion 

on a range of political, social, economic and environmental issues. 

The Eco group got a chance to hear his views on climate change 

and what can be done to prevent it. Additionally Modern Studies 

pupils had the opportunity to learn about his role as regional MSP 

and party leader. His visit will no doubt contribute towards the 

motivation, interest and engagement pupils will have with the 

Scottish and UK political system. Equally, his visit will add to their 

consideration of environmental issues and the contribution they can 

make within their community to make positive change. 



This month Primary 2 visited The 
People’s Palace as part of their 
learning about "when Gran was a Girl” 
and were whisked back to a time when 
there were no machines to do the work 
of the house. They learned that women 
had to be very strong to work the 
mangle, lift the iron and beat the 
carpets! After taking turns of working in 
the shop, gossiping in the Steamie and 
trying out the tin bath, we enjoyed our 
snack in the beautiful Winter Gardens. 
Primary 2 all agreed that this trip really 
brought their learning to life.  

In true Fernhill fashion, our Primary and 
Nursery children donned their tartan to 
celebrate our National Bard, Rabbie Burns 
on 25th January. The day kicked off with 
ceilidh dancing in the hall, followed by a 
display of Scottish talent and was rounded 
off with a feast of traditional Scottish 
Fayre, including Scottish water, irn bru and 
shortbread. A great time was had by all 
and the showcase of Burns poetry and 
Scottish songs was outstanding. 

People’s Palace! 

On the last full day of last term Fernhill School 

was full of Christmas spirit as staff and pupils 

participated enthusiastically in the first ever 

Christmas Extravaganza!  It was a day full of 

Christmas themed activities with all participants 

resplendent in their Christmas jumpers and tinsel 

accessories.  It was decided that all monies raised 

would go to SCIAF to purchase “real gifts”.  It was 

therefore appropriate that a representative from 

SCIAF began the day by highlighting their work 

before the fun began.  

A great day was had by all and more importantly 

nearly £400 was raised for SCIAF.  

Well done, everyone! 

This month our Nursery children 
have been having a blast in science 
and were blown away when Mrs 
Wilson showed them real electricity 
travelling through the air using a 
Vaan De Graaff generator. They also 
made their own static electricity by 
rubbing balloons on their hair. 

Pupils from Fernhill School have participated in the 

COPFS Public Speaking Competition, where they 

had to write and deliver speeches on the topic of 

refugees. In the first heat, at Rosshall Academy, 

Taylor Grier (S2) and Alexandra Roberts (S3) 

spoke about the challenges faced by both parent 

and child refugees. They won their heat, receiving 

excellent feedback from the judges. In the second 

heat at Craigholme School, Erin McQuillan (S3) 

and Orla Doonin (S3) spoke about the changes 

Scotland has made and still needs to make in 

order to welcome refugees. They finished as 

runners-up in a very competitive field, and also 

received high praise from the judges. Both teams 

will now progress to the Glasgow schools’ semi-

final. On both occasions our teams were 

accompanied by classmates and family, creating a 

supportive and united fanbase to cheer the girls on 

and celebrate their achievements.  

On 26th January Primary 3 and 4 
attended an Egyptian Workshop at 
the Glasgow Museum Resource 
Centre where they impressed the 
tutors with their knowledge of Egypt 
and asked some very interesting 
questions. The boys and girls took 
part in a dramatisation where they 
took on roles of Egyptian Gods and 
helped Lauren - or should we say 
Hen-Ta - into the Egyptian afterlife.  
The children then put on their curator 
gloves to hold items that were more 
than 2800 years old and all agreed it 
was a fabulous end to a great topic.  

 

 

Bright Sparks Egyptian Workshop 

 
Well done to Hannah Robertson 
who won first place for Kelivin in 
the Junior House Verse 
Competition with her recital of A 
Red, Red Rose. Thanks to all 
the S1-S3 secondary girls who 
took part!  



Building on the success of last year's One Heart One Mind Ball, we are delighted to announce that this year’s 
charity event will take place on Saturday 19th March in the Hilton Hotel, Glasgow. Chic Le Freak are the headline 

event this year along with other well known faces from the world of entertainment. Dinner will once again be 
prepared by celebrity chef, Fabio Campoli and anyone who attended last year will testify to quality of food 

served. It is set to be a fantastic evening and would love to see you all there. Donations of prizes for either the 
raffle or high-level auction will be gratefully received. 

For more information and for tickets please e-mail info@oneheartonemind.co.uk or contact Zoe at the School 
office. 

Key Dates 2016 

1st-5th February S4,S5 & S6 Prelims 

3rd February Primary 5,6 & 7 Swimming Gala 

10th February Primary trip to see Annie 

11th February  S4 - S6 Retreat Hopes and Desires  

11th February S2 Retreat - Hearing God’s Voice 

15th -  19th February  Mid Term Break (School re-opens Monday 22nd February) 


