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Another successfully term hurtles to a 

close as we move into the wonderful 

season of Christmas. Highlights of 

another busy month are showcased in 

the Newsletter and  I would like to take  

this opportunity to thank everyone in the 

Fernhill family –staff, pupils, parents and 

friends- for al l  their support , 

commitment and enthusiasm over the 

past year, a year which has been a very 

successful one for our school . 

As ever, though we are always looking 

forward and at this special season I 

would request consideration is given to 

our senior students who have the 

i m p o r t a n t  S Q A  P r e l i m i n a r y 

Examinations to contend with not long 

after we return- the imminence of these 

brings its own pressures and our 

candidates will be in our thoughts! We 

also look forward to our Annual Ball on 

March 19 and preparations for this 

wonderful event are already underway.  

Also a key date for diaries is our Open 

Evening on Thursday 14 January when 

we welcome friends old and new to 

have a look around our school and 

sample some of the flavours of Fernhill.  

Word- of- mouth is often our best form 

of communication so please pass the 

word to anyone interested in our school. 

Finally I would like to wish everyone all 

the blessings of this special season and 

hope you and your families enjoy a 

happy and a holy Christmas! 

Best wishes, 

 

Dr Laura J Murphy, 

Head Teacher  

Fernhill School kicked off its Christmas celebrations this year at Cambuslang Institute with a wonderful performance of their Nativity 
Play, the Shiniest Star, performed by pupils from their Nursery and Infant departments. Resplendent in wonderful costumes and pich 
perfect on both choreography and voice, the youngsters entertained an audience of around 180 family members. With injections of 
home grown humour, both intentional and unintentional, the show had the audience gripped from start to finish. 

Our Senior and Junior Choir 

performed in Princess Square this 

month showcasing their fantastic 

talent while spreading the Christmas 

Cheer. It was enjoyed by all who came 

along.  

 
Our Carol service at St. Mark's was once 

again an uplifting and entertaining 

experience. The children performed 

wonderfully in their translation of the 

Nativity and the support from both our 

primary and secondary choirs was 

outstanding. Thank you to all who came 

along to support this wonderful event.  

Christmas Choir 



Primary 7 continued their participation in mock court trials 

at The High Court in Glasgow. All members of the class 

worked really hard to put forward a case for both the 

defence and the pursuers as well as being gown makers, 

court artists and reporters. Well done!  

For such a small school, Fernhill 
certainly made its mark on the 
recent South Lanarkshire Road 
safety calendar competit ion. 
Fathima Bashir won the Primary 7 
category and her artwork now 
f e a t u r e s  o n  o f f i c i a l  S L C 
merchandise, while Morgan Grier 
and Sarah Paterson won 2nd and 
3 rd place in the Secondary 
competition. Our success didn’t end 
there though as we had a further five 
pupils highly commended; Ellie 
Sinclair (P1), Chiara Marini (P7), 
Rachel Pang (P7), Taylor Grier (S2) 
and Sophie Tierney (S2). Well done 
to all our girls.  

Santa dropped off Fred the Elf 
as a present for the boys and 
girls in the nursery. His job is to 
keep and eye on the boys and 
girls to ensure they are 
behaving and then to report 
back to Santa! Although Fred 

has getting up to mischief by writing with toothpaste on the table 
and even eating the boys and girls party snacks!  

This month we were once again extremely 
fortunate to welcome Bishop Toal to school to 
celebrate the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception of Mary, our patron saint. The day 
was further marked by the blessing of a 
beautiful crucifix from Notre Dame school, 
donated by one of our parents and now hanging 
in our Oratory looking very much at home in 
what was formerly the chapel of the Notre 
Dame sisters.   

The final draw for the 300 Club took 
place on Wednesday 16th December.  
The draw was made by the sixth form 

with Dr Murphy, Mrs Nichol and Mr MacDonald 
witnessing the draw. First prize went to Maria Kirk, 
Second Prize went to Sandra Currie. Third prize went to 
Jennifer Kane We would like to thank all those who 
participated in this fundraising venture 

Mock Court  

They say charity begins at home 
and that was exactly what we did 
when we opened our doors to the 
local community of senior citizens 
and some of our own grandparents 
to entertain them with songs, 
dancing and musical displays. 
Everyone had a great time and 
thoroughly enjoyed the hospitality 
on offer. Again a huge thank you to 
our PTA who helped on the day.  

This month the S5/6 
girls celebrated the end 
of term with their Winter 
Prom. The evening was 
a great success with a 
photo booth, DJ, ceilidh 
dancing and a buffet. 
Well done to the S5 
girls and Mr Gillespie 
for organising such a 
fantastic evening!  

Grandparents Afternoon Tea 
Early this 
month our 
junior choir 
visited 
Kilbryde 
Hospice to 
entertain 
the 
residents 
with some 
Christmas 
carol 
singing. 
They were 
warmly 
welcomed 
and praised 
by all for 
their 
singing. 
Afterwards 

Santa’s elves treated them to 
sweets and juice. Well done girls.  

Christmas came early for our 
Nursery this year when the Baby 
Sensory group came to visit with 
their Christmas extravaganza. 
Parents were invited to join in 
the fun and thoroughly enjoyed 
meeting Rudolf and Santa’s 
other friends. They particularly 
enjoyed when it started to snow 
at the end of the session. A huge 
thank you to Gail Mcdonald, one 
of our parents, for providing the 
session to us  

300 Club Winners ! 

Baby Sensory Group 

This month our senior pupils performed fantastically well 
at the Poetry by Heart regional heat at Strathclyde 
University. Sophie Kernachan was one of the youngest 
performers and was specifically commended by the 
judges afterwards. She hopes to return next year. Katie 
Dorman was awarded with the runners up spot and will 

now progress to the 
national finals in 
E d i n b u r g h  i n 
February, which is  
a  f a n t a s t i c 
accomplishment. The 
standard of all pupils 
from the competing 
schools was very 
high. 

Poetry By Heart 

Santa made a grand entrance at our 
Christmas party this week and every 
child received a small gift, courtesy of 
our generous PTA. The children had a 
wonderful time dancing, singing and 
playing games.  

Morgan & Taylor,of S2, and 
Olivia & Katie from S6 
volunteered at East Kilbride 
Community Trust's Christmas 
party for disabled children on 
Sunday 6th December. They 
helped out in the petting zoo, 
letting the children cuddle and 
play with the animals. It was a 
brilliant day and all the children 
had a great time.  



It wasn't just the children 
who were visited by 
Santa this year. Our 
staff were given a 
surprise visit by the man 
himself when he arrived 
in the staff room on 
Thursday morning with a 
sack full of goodies to 
share around.  

Key Dates January 2016 

Tuesday 5th January New Term Stars 9am 

Thursday 14th January  Open Evening 

Monday 18th January  Entrance Exams 

Our very talented Italian Club 

did their own Nativity, in Ital-

ian! It was very impressive. A 

massive well done to all who 

took part. The Italian Club 

starts back on 16th January 

at 9:30am and is open to all 

children between 11-16 

Italian Club 

W el l  Done to 

Rachael McKinney of 

Primary 4 who 

displayed her talents 

on Clyde 1 Radio 

and won the “Kool 

Ride to Skool”. A 

Boogie Bus took the 

Primary 3 and 4 

Class to School and 

they all had a 

fantastic time! 

 

On the 17th December to celebrate the second last day of term a Christmas 

Extravaganza took place with many house competitions and a delicious Christmas 

Lunch! In amongst the fun was a parcel wrap competition which provided gifts for disadvantaged 

children. Also children and staff wore Christmas Jumpers to raise money for SCIAF. 

In December our S6 girls were given a presentation 

on financial management and personal budgeting by 

a representative from Stewart Ivory 

Education Trust which was very well 

received as being highly practical and 

 
Well done to Niamh Graham, of Primary 5, and 
Erin Smith, of S1, who designed our new school 
ECO codes and won valuable house points. 
Several other codes were commended. Thanks 
to all who entered! See some pictures below! 

 

Save the date for the 

One Heart one Mind 

Charity ball on Satur-

day 19th March 2016 

November and December House Points 

1st Place Stevenson  363 Points 

2nd Place Napier  329 Points 

3rd Place Kelvin  315 Points  

4th Place MacIntosh  304 Points 

 

Our next Open Evening is 

on Thursday 14th January 

and once again we are 

looking for the support 

from our Fernhill family to 

promote and support this 

event. All are welcome. 

We would like to give a 

big thanks to all who 

donated food to be 

given to the food bank. 

It is all for a great cause 

and its greatly 

appreciated. 


