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Head Teacher’s Message 
  Welcome to the February 
edition of our Newsletter 
which gives a glimpse of 
just some of the many 
activities taking place in 
Fernhill. 
Academically we have 
completed our SQA 
Preliminary 
Examinations and are 
concluding the process of 
interviewing candidates 
and parents and mapping 
out Next Steps 
programmes to ensure all 
our candidates are fully 
primed to maximise their 
potential in the full exams 
themselves in May. 
We have also had very 
positive Induction Days 
for next session’s S1 pupils, 
our extended primary-
secondary transition 
programme is also well 
underway… indeed from 
Nursery to S6 it’s been 
another fantastically busy 
and stimulating month. 
We are also midway 
through the season of Lent 
and we continue to 
fundraise for SCIAF 
charities, to focus on Year 
of Mercy themes  in 
assemblies and RE, and 
our lunchtime masses and 
Lenten Services have been 
well attended. 
Finally don’t forget to 
keep your diary clear for 
the One Heart One Mind  
Ball Saturday 19th March  
our key fundraiser for the 
school year. 
Best wishes, 

 
 
 

Dr Laura J Murphy 

We were delighted to welcome 
Mara Luongo from the Italian 
Consulate’s Education Programme 
to the school who was thrilled that 
Italian is being taught in both 
P r i m a r y  a n d  S e c o n d a r y 
Departments.  
The visit will serve to build on our 
excellent partnership with the 
Italian Consulate. 

On Thursday, the Higher English class was treated to a 
visit from Liz Lochhead, who was until recently the 
Scots Makar. Having recently received the Queen's 
Medal for Poetry, Liz is a greatly influential and 
celebrated writer. Our class have studied six of her 
poems in preparation for their exams, and she spent the 
afternoon performing recitals, explaining the ideas 
behind her work, and encouraging pupils to find their 
own poetic voices. We would like to thank our Head Girl 
Georgia-May and Mr Drennan for helping to organise 
this unique visit.  

Katie Dorman (S6) recently competed in the national finals of 

the Poetry by Heart recital competition at the National Galleries 

in Edinburgh. One of eight finalists from all over the country, 

Katie gave stunning performances of Carol Ann Duffy's 'War 

Photographer' and Robert Burns's classic 'To a Mouse'. The 

standard at the finals was incredibly high and it was great to 

see so many young people engaging with poetry. This is a new 

competition and the English department look forward to 

entering more pupils into next year's competition. 

This month Primary 7 travelled to Edinburgh for the 

Mock Court Final. They found watching the final trails 

fascinating and were able to witness real judges and 

procedures in a courtroom situation. We are delighted to announce that 

Fernhill proudly won the Advocacy Award for the West of Scotland. In 

addition our Defence Team were 5th and won their trial in Glasgow High 

Court! Fantastic achievement for all involved. 

Recently, we had two teams competing in 
the Glasgow semi-finals of the COPFS 
public speaking competition. In a very 
competitive event, the team of Erin 
McQuillan (S3) and Ella McIndoe (S1) 
advanced and will now compete at the 
Glasgow finals at the high court at the end 
of March. Our other team, Alexandra 
Roberts (S3) and Taylor Grier (S2) sadly 
did not get through this time but they 
spoke with great intelligence and 
confidence. All participants represented 
themselves and the school very 
impressively.  



The boys and girls in 
nursery were delighted 
when the fire fighters 
came to visit them this 
week. They had great 
fun using the water 
hoses and even made 
up a song to sing to 
the fire fighters. The 
visit was part of their 
learning about people 
who help us.  

As part  of the school ’s 
commitment to faith reflection 
within our retreat programme, our 
pupils in S4 - S6 had a retreat day 
led by Mr Emmet Dooley who is a 
youth ambassador attached to St 
Bride’s Parish, Bothwell, Holy 
Family Parish, Mossend and St 
John the Bapt ist  Parish, 
Uddingston. He was joined by Mr 
Harry Fitzgerald who is a member 
of Youth 2000 in Ireland. 
The theme of this retreat was, 
‘Hopes and Desires’. The girls 
were encouraged to reflect on 
what is truly important in life and 
how to build successful and 
lasting relationships. Faith 
reflection is becoming more and 
more important in our ever-
changing world and the 
feedback we have had from the 
girls is that the retreat was a 
valuable experience them.  

This week several of our girls were rewarded 
for their hard work and resilience as they 
received their Duke of Edinburgh certificates 
at an awards ceremony in Hamilton. Ciara, 
Georgia May, Felicity, Sagarika, Sophie and 
Anna were joined by pupils from other 
schools in South Lanarkshire and were a 
credit to themselves and Fernhill School. 
Maria, Monica and Rebecca are also 
achieving the award. Well done to all! 

This month Mrs Kathleen Gilgun, a 
volunteer from SCIAF, visited us to 
receive a cheques for 500 pounds, 
raised during our Christmas fund 
raising. Almost 500 pounds was 
handed over on the day and the 
money will be doubled to 1000 
pounds by the government. Mrs 
Gilgun informed us that Fernhill 
School have raised around 14 
thousand pounds to date for SCIAF 
which is a wonderful achievement for 
such a small school.  

 
What a 
great time 
our Primary 
pupils had 
r e c e n t l y 
when they 

visited the 
Kings Theatre 
in Glasgow to 
see Annie. 
We had the 
best seats in 
the house 
from which to 
watch and 
listen to the 
performance 
a n d  t h e 
c h i l d r e n 

hardly moved a muscle throughout. Many couldn't resist 
the temptation to sing along with the cast to the well 
known and loved songs they entertained us with and  
we sure they might just find their way to the stage in the 
near future.   

This month the following pupils 

competed against the top swimmers in 

Glasgow for a place at the Finals 

evening on Wednesday 29th February 

2016.  

Primary 5: Callum McClelland , 
Annabel Paterson , Julie Man and 

Caitlin Murphy. For Primary 6: Etan 

Gilbey and Erin Kielty. Primary 7: 

Rachel Pang, Eve Moore, Ava Thomson 

and Chiara Marini  

The Primary 7 Relay Team were 

successful on the day . 

Jordanhill Hockey Match 

Our Junior and Senior Hockey 

teams hosted matches against 

Jordanhill School at Uddingston 

Hockey grounds. The Senior team 

have to be commended for their 

team work and commitment on the 

pitch, unfortunately they came up 

against stronger opposition and 

lost their match. The Junior game 

was a very close match, finishing 

1-0.  Orla Bell (S1) made some 

outstanding saves in goals and 

Taylor Grier (S2) scored the 

winning goal in the first half.  An 

outstanding achievement and the 

result of the teams hard work at 

training over the past few months. 

A huge thank you to Mr Hazlie and 

John Platt for 

giving of their free 

time and training 

the girls every 

week. 

This month the Primary Pupils performed at the Inter 

House Dance competition. They were given the 

opportunity to display the choreography they had 

learned in class with Mrs Toole and then the four 

houses took to the floor, performing their own dance 

steps to a set piece of music.  Our Sports Captain 

Katie Oliver and Mrs Campbell were invited to judge 

the competition this year and the result were as 

follows: 

1st Place –St Margaret 

2nd Place- St Patrick & St Pope John Paul II 

3rd Place- Blessed Mother Theresa 

Congratulations to all who took part. 

On Wednesday, pupils studying National 5 and Higher English 
participated in a non-fiction writing masterclass with esteemed 
journalist Dani Garavelli. Dani writes a weekly column on current 
events in the Scotland on Sunday and offered a fascinating 
insight into how to research, write and edit non-fiction writing. 
With writing folios comprising a significant portion of pupils' final 
grades, we hope that pupils can use Dani's advice to create real 
impact in their writing. 


