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NEWSLETTER 

 

 

New Parents and Friends of Fernhill, 

 

I take this opportunity  of wishing you and all your families a very Happy and Successful New Year! 

We are just 3 weeks or so into our new term and the pace of progress and development is already full 

steam ahead. We have just concluded SQA Prelimmary Examinations and for our senior students the 

pressure is well and truly on with UCAS offers coming in and the count down to the full SQA diet of 

examinations underway. 

I’m also delighted to share with you news of the very successful Open Evening which we hosted on 

possibly. the most severe night of the winter so far! Once again our young people proved to be excellent 

ambassadors for their school, so impressive in fact that, since we returned in January, we have 

enrolled 5 more pupils into our Primary and Secondary sectors; real evidence that the vision, the 

values and the academic and social enhancements our school offers are being widely recognised. 

Our busy day-to-day activities carry on and in these pages you will glimpse just 

some of the successes and events the school has enjoyed in the first few weeks of 

2017. 

Many exciting challenges lie ahead, however, I know I can look to the support of 

the entire Fernhill Family in ensuring that 2017 will be another successful 

chapter in the continuing story of Fernhill School! 

Dr Laura J Murphy  

Head Teacher 

Best wishes, 

 

 

 

The COPFS Schools’ Public Speaking Competition 2017 has kicked 
off, with our newly-formed team of Ella McIndoe and Morgan Grier 
taking part in the first round at King’s Park Secondary. Ella is returning 
to the competition following her success last year, while for Morgan 
this event marked her debut. Competing against four other schools, 
the girls had to deliver speeches on the topic: “Social Media is the 
enemy of equality.” This allowed them to discuss important issues 
such as prejudices, social justice and online citizenship. After strong 
showings from all of the speakers, Ella and Morgan were judged to 
have been the best team, and following this fantastic victory they can 
look forward to taking their place in the Glasgow regional semi-finals 
in the coming months. 

We welcomed 5 new pupils to Fernhill School at 
the start of this term.  Devon Nicholls, Kerry 
Maclennan and Brooke Elliott have settled well 
into the Primary school whilst Lewis MacLennan 
and Alexis Elliott have joined our S1.  We are 
delighted to welcome them to Fernhill School! 

The children of Primary Six and Seven went on retreat to Holy Family 
Parish Centre in Bellshill last week in preparation for receiving the 
Sacrament of Confirmation later this year. The children worked together 
to discuss and ponder the Gifts of The Holy Spirit by making posters and 
looking at different ways to pray. They also learned a new hymn. The 
children very much enjoyed their visit to Holy Family and had the joy of 
sharing what they had learned with the whole school at assembly the 
following morning.  

 



Burns day never goes unmarked at 
Fernhill School and this year was no 
exception. In keeping with the rest of the 
school, the children at Fernhill school 
nursery donned their tartan to celebrate 
the Auld Bard. Having enjoyed Scottish 
country dancing in the morning, followed 
by their own rendition of Auld Lang 
Syne, the children then enjoyed a 
banquet of traditional Scottish fayre 
while they chatted to each other using 
some of the Scottish words they had 
learned earlier in the day. 

 

Primary 4/5 welcomed 200 new classmates on Tuesday 23rd January as part of their Clyde in the Classroom Topic. 
Gemma,  from the Clyde River Foundation delivered 200 Brown Trout eggs and was on hand to answer any 
questions the children had as well as giving  them some excellent advice on looking after the eggs. After a 

fantastic visit to the Glasgow Science Centre earlier in the month, the children have 
been working hard preparing for their arrival. They have become experts at taking 
and recording the temperature of the tank and ensuring frozen water is ready to 
keep the eggs cool. They've even had time to rap about the learning!  

S2 and S3 visited Dynamic Earth this month to enhance 
their study of volcanoes, rainforests and glaciation. They 
felt the force of an earthquake, touched a glacier and 
travelled to the rainforest. They watched a film in the 
Showdome and discovered how we are all made of stars 
and completed a workshop on designing an earthquake-

proof hospital for San Francisco. 

Primary 6 and 7 took part in the sports hall athletics event on 
Friday 27th January at the John Wright Sports Centre. They 
competed against schools in Cambuslang and Rutherglen. 
Finishing in 5th place. Well done to all of the boys and girls who 
took part! 

We reported in our December 

newsletter that we collected a huge 

number of generous donations  for 

the food bank.  S6 pupil Sagarika 

Ojha  accepted a certificate from the 

Rutherglen and Cambuslang 

foodbank to thank Fernhill School for 

our efforts. 

A huge well done to our Junior and Senior 
Choir's who raised £247.75 for Quarriers by 
signing at Princes Square!  

 



 

As you are aware, preparation for the One Heart One Mind Ball on Saturday 18th March in the Glasgow Hilton, is 

now fully under way. It is shaping up to be a fantastic evening with fabulous entertainment and delicious food from 

celebrity Chef Fabio Campoli. Tables can be reserved by contacting Zoe in the School Office on 0141 634 2674 or 

by e-mail at info@oneheartonemind.co.uk. If you are planning on joining us at this key fundraiser for the school 

could you contact Zoe at your earliest convenience to guarantee a table at this year’s ball as tickets are selling fast! 

We would also be very grateful for any raffle or auction prizes. Please contact Zoe if you have a suitable prize. We 

find that items money cannot easily buy, e.g. entry to an exclusive Golf Course, a chef providing a meal to a group 

of friends etc., are popular and tend to generate funds at auction. If you are in a position to provide such an item it 

would be fantastic if you could offer this to the school. 

 

The One Heart One Mind Ball is one of the social events of the year and also a wonderful way to share a great 

evening with friends whilst raise funds to support Fernhill School.  


