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Parents and Friends of Fernhill, 
 
While we’ve all been enjoying and celebrating the recent glorious weather let’s spare a thought for our 
senior students who have been sacrificing their suntans and conscientiously confronting the demands 
of their SQA examinations! However, we believe- God willing!- that their discipline and dedication will 
deliver the  all the successes they deserve!  
This, the May edition of our newsletter, once again celebrates the tremendous range of enterprises and 
endeavours our teachers and young people engage in -above and beyond the curriculum- delivering 
our tremendous breadth and reach of education in its widest and most stimulating sense,  and I hope 
these glimpses of day-to -day life in our school convey some sense of the positive atmosphere, and of the 
positive partnerships and relationships, which thrive throughout our entire school community.  
I’m particularly delighted, however, that with the rededication of our Oratory we’ve further 
strengthened our links with the Sisters of Notre Dame who founded the original school, and look 
forward to many fruitful benefits and blessings going forward. 
June will be every bit as busy a month, however,  and I hope to see as many of 
you as possible celebrating and enjoying the talents and enthusiasm of our young 
people at our Summer Concert and our Ladies Afternoon Tea! 
 

Dr Laura J Murphy  

Head Teacher 

Best wishes, 

 

This month we welcomed Bishop Toal and Father Alex to our school along with some special 
guests to take part in a beautiful service to dedicate the Oratory to our lady in a special way by 

giving it a new title ‘Notre Dame Oratory’. We were delighted to be joined at the naming ceremony 

by Sisters Maura and Agnes of the Notre Dame Sisters. Both sisters had very fond memories of 
Fernhill School which they shared with staff and parents alike. Sister Maura was Head Teacher at 
Fernhill School from 1968 until 1972 and was happy to walk around the school with us pointing out 
all of the differences and similarities that currently exist. This new connection with the Notre Dame 
Sisters is an exciting new chapter for us and one we will be keeping alive as we move forward. 

Cor Unum et Anima Una 



P7 were forensic scientists for the day. They examined the crime scene and were introduced to the four suspects . 
They carried out tests on soil samples from each suspects driveway to match the soil left at the scene from bootprints; 
tests on chemicals from each suspects place of work to determine who had access to the poison that was left at the 
crime scene; chromatography on pens owned by the suspects to see which matched the ink from the note left at the 
crime scene. All of the P7 pupils worked diligently throughout the morning and thoroughly enjoyed their experience as 
forensic scientists!4 

Primary 6 had a fantastic time 
at Lockerbie! The girls learned 
how to make a campfire at 
their Survival Course, scaled 
a huge climbing wall, tackled 
an obstacle course and flew 
through the trees on an 
amazing zipwire. Thanks to 
Miss Nesti and Mrs Ross for 
their fantastic commitment to 
the initiative. 

The boys and girls of Primary 4 had a fantastic 
day celebrating the sacrament of First Holy 
Communion. They had spent many weeks preparing 
for their special day and we would like to thank 
everyone involved and in particular Father Alex for 
such a beautiful mass.  

Our primary 6 and 7 pupils received the 
sacrament of Confirmation on Monday 22nd May 
in St. Mark’s Church. Bishop Toal and our 
school Chaplain, Father Alex Stewart, made the 
celebration very special indeed and the children 
did themselves and their families proud.  

In true Fernhill fashion, our entire primary school 
came together to honour Mary, Our Mother, and 
patron of our school in a very special way. Every 
child was given a flower to lay at her altar 
following a procession of beautiful hymns to Our 
Lady, sang beautifully by every boy and girl. This 
is a wonderful tradition in Fernhill School and one 
that we know the children love. Thank you to all 
parents for sending the flowers for the procession! 

Our Nursery caterpillars 
have now turned into 
beautiful butterflies and had 
to be set free. Primary 1, 2 
and 3 
came to 
watch 
them fly 
off.  



We are delighted to be running a mock election campaign at Fernhill this 
term.  P7 - S3 Houses have each taken a party to campaign and present a 
candidate to stand for election on Thursday 8th June in the school; St 
Mother Teresa will represent Labour, St Partick will represent the Green 
Party, St Margaret of Scotland represent the Conservatives and St John 
Paul II will represent the SNP.  As part of our election campaign, we invited 
some local MSPs to speak to our pupils and we were delighted to welcome 
our Rutherglen constituency MSP, Clare Haughey to the school.  Mrs 
Haughey spoke to the pupils about her transition from nurse to MSP and 
told them a little about life in the Scottish parliament.  Mrs Haughey 
answered many questions posed by the pupils and was very honest in her 
answers.  She even gave advice to those interested in a career in 
politics.  Mrs Haughey is the first of three politicians scheduled to visit the 
school during our mock election campaign as we are welcoming James 
Kelly, Labour MSP to the school on Friday 2nd June and finally Annie 
Wells, Conservative MSP, visits Fernhill on Monday 5th June. 

Primary 1 opened their door to family and friends 
to let them see the wonderful work they have 
been doing in class as part of their Fairyland 
topic. Mums, dads, grans, grandpas and other 
relatives had great fun joining  in some fairy tale 
games, listening to the children perform their 
Goldilocks song and making Fairy cakes. They 
were then treated to a tear jerking video 
showcasing the work the children had done over 
the past few months. They all commented that 
events such as this really exemplify the true 
meaning of the Fernhill family.  

This month saw the first stay and play session at our 
Nursery where we invited parents to come along and 
join in their child’s learning. We were delighted with the 
response to the event and the feedback was extremely 
positive. We are intending to hold further sessions 
throughout next year and will incorporate the feedback 
received to ensure they meet the needs of all parents. 
A huge thank you to our parents for coming along and 
making the sessions so successful. 

Key Dates 

Monday 5th June S1/S2 Hampden Visit 

Monday 5th - Wednesday 7th June P7 at Lockerbie  

Monday 5th - Wednesday 7th June S5 Work Experience  

Tuesday 6th June S1/S2 Amazonia Trip 

Tuesday 6th June S1 Parents Night 

Sunday 11th June Ladies Afternoon Tea in School Hall 

Monday 12th June Sports Day: 11.30AM-3PM at John 

Wright Sports Centre, East Kilbride. 

Wednesday 14th June Going Forth Mass 

Thursday 15th June Nursery Graduation 

Friday 16th June Senior Prom 

Monday 19th June Senior Valedictory Mass and Lunch 

Tuesday 20th June Summer Concert in School Hall 

Wednesday 21st June Primary Zoo Trip 

Friday 23rd June Term Ends 12 noon 

Primary 2 also opened their classroom door to 
family and friends recently when they 
showcased their recent Social Subjects Topic. 
They were eager to share their learning about 
People and Place and were all involved in the 
planning and rehearsal of the event.  The main 
focus of the classroom display was the junk 
model of "The Street" which they had 
designed, planned and built all by themselves. 
They opened by greeting  their visitors with a 
short talk setting the scene and sharing their 
learning, followed by a song highlighting road 
safety. After enjoying a short video which 
tracked their journey to finished Street, 
children led their parents round the various 
activities they had suggested and voted for 
themselves! 

We would like to remind you about our Ladies Afternoon Tea which will be held 
in our school hall on Sunday 11th June 2PM – 6PM . It should prove to be a 
fabulous day with sandwiches, cakes, Prosecco, entertainment and shopping. 
What more could a girl ask for?! Please come along and support our wonderful 
school. Tickets for the event can be purchased from the school reception and 

are £15 each. Secure your tickets now and avoid disappointment. We look 
forward to seeing you all on the day!  

We are delighted to 
welcome Mr Hughes to 
our PE department as Mrs 
Toole is on maternity 
leave. We look forward to 
having Mr Hughes 
working with us and wish 
Mrs Toole all the best! 

We are delighted to announce the arrival of 
Esmèe Scarse and we wish Mrs Scarse all 
the best! We look working forward to 
working with Mr Crawford while Mrs Scarse 
is on maternity leave! 


