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Head Teacher’s Message 
 Dear Parents, 

It seems strange beginning 
our “Easter” Holidays a week 
after Easter itself, however I 
trust you all had a happy and 
holy time over the Easter 
season. Our senior students, 
however, will not be in full 
holiday mode  as we have 
Easter School running the for 
the first week of the holiday, 
and disciplined personal 
study will be required to 
ensure everyone achieves the 
grades they are all capable of 
in the imminent SQA 
examinations. Life at Fernhill 
continues to be full of 
activities, challenges and 
successes and  it’s always 
rewarding to share just some 
of these which we manage 
squeeze in each month’s 
edition of this newsletter. As 
you will see our term ended 
on a high as our Yong Public 
Speaking Team have qualified 
for the West of Scotland final  
being clear winners at the 
Procurator Fiscal Service 
Public Speaking Competition 
and were presented with the 
splendid trophy you'll see in 
the photograph. 
Congratulations to Ella and 
Erin on their success and 
sincere thanks to Mr Gillespie 
who has invested so much of 
his time and energy in to 
supporting not just our team, 
but all members of the club. 
Finally, a sincere thank you 
to everyone who supported 
our fantastic One Heart One 
Mind Ball it was a 
tremendous success and great 
evening which raised over  
£63,000. Our Open Doors Day 
is on Thursday 21st April and 
look forward to welcoming all 
to visit Fernhill School. 
Best wishes, 

 
 
 

Dr Laura J Murphy 
Head Teacher 

A group of S6 pupils attended the annual Chrism 
Mass in Motherwell Cathedral on Holy Thursday. Our 
Head Girl Georgia-May Drennan was invited to 
represent Fernhill School 
d u r i n g  t h e  o f f e r t o r y 
procession. The girls found 
this a moving and spiritual 
occasion. 

Thank you to everyone that donated Easter Eggs this 
month. We collected 176 Easter Eggs (higher than our 
book shelf!) in total. These were donated to various food 
banks. 

Monday 14th March saw the start of Shakespeare week 
where pupils found out about William Shakespeare and 
became well versed in a very catchy song which you can 
watch them perform on the school Facebook site. Some 
pupils embarked on a virtual tour of 
Shakespeare’s home as well as 
becoming  f ami l ia r  wi th  some 
Shakespeare idioms. Others studied  “A 
Midsummer’s Night Dream” and were 
able to retell the story through their 
Globe Theatre headgear. 

On 14th March we held our Careers 

Night for Senior Pupils. A wide range of 

Universities, Colleges and Industry 

Professionals attended the evening who 

provided our pupils and 

their parents with 

valuable information. 

Thank you to everyone 

who attended! 

On 30th March our Public Speaking team, Erin 
McQuillan (S3) and Ella McIndoe (S1) competed in 
the Glasgow final of the Crown Office and Procurator 
Fiscal Service Public Speaking Competition. 
Discussing the idea of film and television's impact on 
our society, both girls spoke with great intelligence 
and confidence. Although the competition was tight, 
the judges agreed unanimously that Fernhill School 
had been the strongest team, and were announced 
as the winners. In May, the girls will represent 
Fernhill and Glasgow at the West of Scotland final. 
Well done! 

Over the weekend of 11th-13th March girls from 3rd year through to 4th year embarked on their 

training for both Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh awards. For many it was the start of a brand 

new adventure. They were walking through the village of Barr and other surrounding areas to 

experience a variety of terrain. As well as walking with rucksacks and carrying items for their team 

they were also cooking, erecting tents and generally keeping each other’s spirits buoyant. Well 

done girls!! 



World Book Day on 3rd March 2016 was a wonderful celebration of  illustrators, authors, 
books and reading. All pupils looked resplendent in their costumes with examples of 
characters from classic novels to modern up to date variations. Children were able to talk 
about their favourite books and share what they particularly loved about them. Fernhill 
Primary School also completed their very own short story and it is safe to say that we 
definitely have a few budding authors in the making.  

 

The Primary Department was awash 

with colour for the Easter Bonnet 

Parade on Wednesday 23rd of 

March. Our visitors were treated to a 

marvellous display of bonnets, each 

demonstrating real creative talent. 

There was further talent on show in 

the form of the Primary Choir and 

individual poets, violinists, pianists 

as well as very competent 

compering from our Primary Seven 

pupils. A fun time was had by all 

who were there. 

Our Annual Pi competition took place on 
Tuesday 15 March. There was a great turn 
out  for this event. Pupils in S1 had to learn 
the value of Pi to at least 10 decimal places 
to gain 1 entry point while older pupils had to 
learn the value to at least 15 decimal places! 
Hanna McFadyen (S3) won the competition 
after recounting Pi to 64 decimal places!! 
Siobhan McBride(S4)  came second with 54 
decimal places. Orla Bell in S1 recounted Pi 
to an impressive 50 places and Muminah 
Koleoso wasn’t far behind, managing 47 
places. Well done to all the girls involved in 
this years’ competition. 

= 3.14159.. 

Futrewise have been undertaking  

career profiling activities with S2 and 

also providing a bespoke careers 

service to some members of S5 

identifying their aptitudes, skills and 

interests which help with choosing 

university courses and making good 

career choices in S6. 

One Heart One Mind Charity Ball 

A huge thank you to everyone who contributed in any way to the success 

of the ball, with attending the evening and donating auction prizes. Also a 

big thank you to our main supporter Tony Macaroni.  

As always, the Fernhill Family ensure a great time was had by all. We are 

delighted to announce that a fantastic  total of £63,750 was raised!   

This week we welcomed back former 

Head Girl Melissa Lee who is now 

studying at Imperial College, London to 

the school to speak to our senior pupils 

about the highlights and challenges of 

academic life beyond school. Melissa 

delivered a very insightful speech which 

was enjoyed by all. 

Congratulations to the pupils who 

r ec e i ved  t he  Sac r amen t  o f 

Reconciliation this month. We would 

ask you to keep them all in your 

Prayers. 



Primary 1,2,3 and 
4 were very 
excited to be 
invited to a 
preview of the latest big Disney release, 
Zootropolis.  The clever people at Disney  
had done it again with a fast-paced adventure 
set in a city where animals behave like 
humans and fun and laughter are round every 
corner! The animals of Zootropilis are 
disappearing, and the main characters, Hopps 
and Wilde, form an unlikely rabbit- fox alliance 
to solve the mystery.   Our children were 
transfixed by the animation and loved the 
message that anything is possible if you try 
your best.  

The younger section of our Saturday morning 
Italian Language and Culture Club held a 
recital in the Italian language for friends and 
parents on Saturday 19th March. The 

children confidently portrayed the story 
of the Easter Bunny. The children were 
prepared for the recital by Yasmin 
Azzurra Bacano who runs this class. 

This month our 
nursery pupils had a 
visit from Police 
Scotland as part of 

their community helpers topic. The police 
were able to help the children understand 
what they should do if they ever get lost and 
also allowed them to try on their hats, use 
their handcuffs, batons and see the police 
cars. The children were especially excited 
when the police sirens were sounded.  

The second years went on a retreat to Our Holy Family Parish in Bellshill: 
this retreat was aimed at “making good choices”. The girls had a busy, fun 
filled day with lots of activities to help them focus on the important things in 
life. The girls had a chance to bring their faith into modern day thinking and 
created a Facebook page on paper for Jesus. This task challenged them to 
be creative and see God in modern day 
life. To help them think deeper about their 
faith, and as it was Easter Week, the girls 
attended a service in the church next 
door and the Priest welcomed  the 
Fernhill girls to the mass and introduced 
them to the congregation. The whole day 
was wrapped up nicely with a meditation, 
which allowed the girls to reflect on what 
they had learnt over the day. 

Primary 6 have been finding out about Our Senses in 

science.  We recently enjoyed a visit from Andrew 

McLaren, a research student from the Hearing 

Research Institute.  He helped us to find out about 

problems some people can have with their hearing, 

how our hearing changes as we get older and how 

people who have lost their hearing can be helped.  We 

found it really difficult to make out the sounds that a 

person with a 

cochlear implant 

would hear.  

Thank you, Mr 

McLaren, for 

spending time with 

us. 

Once again the entire Fernhill Family Came out in 

their droves to support our annual Daffodil Tea in aid 

of Marie Curie and SCIAF. An amazing £760 was 

raised on the day. 

The annual Swimming Gala took place on Friday 4th March 2016 at Castlemilk 

Swimming Pool.  The day was a fantastic success with pupils from as young as 

Primary 5 all the way to Secondary 6 taking part in the event.  The primary 5 

and 6 pupils competed for medals in the following strokes: Front Crawl, Breast 

Stroke and Back Crawl and the children in Primary 7 to senior level competed 

to be the overall Swimming Champion of their year.  Pupils also gained house 

points for entering events and their performance on the day.  The Inter-House 

Relays finished the afternoon off in an exciting way and the final results were: 

PRIMARY 

1st Place : Blessed Mother Theresa 

2nd Place: St. Patrick 

3rd Place: St Margaret 

4th Place: St. Pope John Paul II 

SECONDARY 

1st Place: Stevenson 

2nd Place: Kelvin 

3rd Place: MacIntosh 

Diary Dates 

Easter School - Monday 4th April - Friday 8th April 

Spring Break - School returns Monday 18th April 9:00am 

Fernhill School Open Doors Day is on Thursday 21st April and 

we are looking for the support of our Fernhill Family to spread 

the word about the event. 

Fernhill School Quiz Night - Friday 6th May in 

School Hall (Tickets £5) 

Fernhill School Ladies Lunch - 29th May in 

Burnside Hotel 


