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Parents and Friends of Fernhill, 
 
It is hard to believe but how quickly another sparkling and successful session has flown by!  
As you see- and no doubt have noticed!- the pace has not relented as we hurtle towards our summer break 
and this, our final Newsletter of the session,  is crammed with a kaleidoscopic snapshot  of activities 
including our Annual Sports,  a variety of trips, visits and excursions, our Health Week activities 
(including The Big Smile), the  pretty sensational Summer Concert, the sophistication of our Senior Prom, 
the superb Nursery Graduation Ceremony, our Fernhill General Election campaigns (superbly 
coordinated by Mr Farrelly), the emergence of Fernhill TV…the list is almost as endless as the spirit, 
enthusiasm and enterprise of our staff and young people! 
It’s certainly been a session to remember and the reputation and success of the school is clearly being 
widely recognised far and wide and is reflected in the ever growing number of parents expressing interest 
in Fernhill as their preferred choice for the children’s education.  
Yes the Fernhill Family is growing and thriving and I would like to thank all of our young people, our 
parents and all our staff for the enthusiasm, spirit and drive they all contribute to our cause, and  I wish 
every one of you a very pleasant, relaxing, refreshing and enjoyable summer break! 
 

Dr Laura J Murphy  

Head Teacher 

Best wishes, 

 

Cor Unum et Anima Una 

In preparation for Fernhill TV, Abby, Ella and Sophie, together with Dr. Murphy, visited BBC Scotland at the invitation of 
Presenter Jackie Bird.  After welcoming us to the BBC,  Jackie advised us, through her own experiences and career history, 
of the best way to enter the world of Media Journalism in its many guises.  We were then given a comprehensive tour starting 
with the BBC Radio Section where we viewed live radio being presented on air.  After the Radio Section we visited the 
Newsroom where current news items are continually breaking and sifted for broadcast.  We were fortunate enough to meet 
Christopher Blanchard the Weather Presenter who invited us into the studio to watch him produce his live broadcast – 
without the assistance of autocue!  Jackie then had to prepare her live “promos” which appear at the beginning of the BBC 
National News before they go to the local stations and then again at 6.15 pm, advising the items coming up on regional news 
– for us that is Reporting Scotland. 

We had to leave the studio at 6.25 pm to allow Jackie to go live on air but were then invited to sit with the Team in the 
Production Gallery and were present for the entire Reporting Scotland broadcast.  The BBC staff could not have been more 
generous with their time and knowledge.  We all agreed it was an exciting, entertaining and informative evening! 

End of Term 
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Our seniors had a wonderful time at 
their prom in the Bothwell Bridge Hotel.  
The night was filled with lots of dancing, 

food and awards! 

Election fever also gripped 
our Infant department when 
they voted for the best name 
for the giraffe. Every boy and 
girl in primary 1, 2 and 3 cast 
their vote. The results were 
counted and verified and the 
landslide victory was Ella with 
71% of the votes! 

Fernhill got into the election spirit staging our own Mock Election. After weeks of excellent campaigning the Green 
Party triumphed in a very close vote! Well done to all participants! 

Last week, Primary 4-7 took part 
in their own exciting election 
campaign aimed at helping a new 
member of the school (Mr 
Monkey) decide which house to 
be in. After each party candidate 
had presented their manifesto, a 
vote was undertaken, with the 
Yellow Party coming out on top!  

We mentioned last month that as part of the mock election preparation and campaign 
we invited some local MSPs to speak to pupils. This month we welcomed Annie Wells, 
Conservative MSP and James Kelly Labour MSP. Both spoke to the pupils and gave 
them great campaigning advice and answered their questions. 

As we bid farewell to our S6 girls we celebrated at their Valedictory Lunch 
and Mass. The girls organised a wonderful Valedictory Lunch for their 
parents, teachers and other members of staff by way of a thank you for the 
work they had done to support them through school. Our Head Girl, Ciara 
Devlin, paid tribute to staff and her peer group in a wonderful speech about 
her life as a Fernhill Girl. Her address was commended by all in attendance. 
Dr. Murphy rounded off the event with a summary of the talent and 
contribution made by each of the S6 girls and thanked them for the very 
important part they had played in the school. We wish them all the very best 
in the future. 

There wasn't a dry eye in the house when our Nursery children took part in 
their Graduation ceremony last week. Mums, dads, aunties, uncles, grans, 
grampas and friends came together to celebrate the special occasion with 
our pre-school children and were entertained with songs, poems and special 
messages. We wish the boys and girls well as they transition to Primary 1. 



 

 

A fabulous and spectacular event cascading the wide range of artistic, dramatic, public speaking and musical 
talent which exists throughout our school. The quality and variety of performances was spectacular but S1’s 

mini production of “Forest Gump” perhaps stole the show! 

What a day at SECC! Not only did we 
hopefully create a new world record but 
we met Eva Bolander, Lord Provost of 
Glasgow in the process of doing so. We 
will know in a few weeks time if we were 
successful and at that point each and 
every one of us will receive a certificate 
stating that we are world record holders.  

Pupils throughout the whole school had a wonderful time on their Health Awareness Days this month. There was an 

array of activities including, Zumba, Poundfit, First Aid and delicious smoothies. The children had a lot of fun 

learning new skills. A big thank you to the parents who helped to make these days such as success.  

The school sports day was hit by bad weather but that did not dampen Fernhill spirits and we saw some fantastic individual 
and team performances. The school champions are listed below:  

P7 Boys  Brohdan Nicol-Wood   S2 Girls   Carla Fay   

P7 Girls  Mia Ferguson    S3 Girls   Taylor Grier  

S1 Boys  Ben Everett     Open Girls   Ciara Devlin  

S1 Girls  Chiara Marini 

All of the above pupils demonstrated determination, motivation and resilience to compete in almost every event and 
accumulate the most points in their year group.  

The House competition was closely fought and the final relay event, along with participation points, saw Stevenson house 
run out winners with Napier in 2

nd
, Kelvin in 3

rd
 and Mackintosh in 4

th
.  



Our ladies afternoon tea was a huge success and we 
were delighted to see almost 100 people come out to 
attend our latest charity event. In addition to a 
wonderful spread of sandwiches and cakes, the 
ladies were entertained by the very talented Sean 
and Katie Murphy and had the opportunity to do a bit 
of retail therapy at the gift stalls and clothes auction 
organised by our very own young enterprise group. A 
huge thank you to everyone involved in putting in 
their hard work to make the afternoon a marvellous 
day out and a great success! 

Our Primary children had the most wonderful day at Five Sisters Zoo. No 
stone was left unturned as we traversed the length and breadth of the park 
to see everything from meerkats to grizzly bears. And of course no school 
trip would be complete without a trip to the play area and the gift shop.  

Well done to Felicity, Sagarika, Ciara and Maria 
who successfully achieved the Pope Benedict 
Caritas Award! They worked hard to achieve this 
award in R.E lessons and 
through service in their school 
and parish. The awards were 
presented at the awards 
ceremony at the Clyde 
Auditorium. 

 

Our intrepid travellers once again went forth into the 
wilderness of Ballantrae, Ayrshire to brave the 
Scottish midge and 2 nights under canvas. On this 
occasion, the sun shone upon the girls and with 
determination and excellent team work they 
successfully completed the expedition, tired, grubby 
but still smiling! Very well done girls, we’re all very 
proud of you! 

S1 and S2 attended the 
Young Enterprise festival 
at Hampden where they 
met entrepreneurs and 
learned about business! 

Primary 7 enjoyed their trip to 
Lockerbie. They took part in lots of 

fun activities and team building 
challenges! Great time had by all. 

S1 and S2 attended the Morphy Richards Education Centre at 
Dumfries House in Cumnock. They took part in two workshops 
including a Geocaching activity on the Estate grounds and then 
they had the opportunity to design and build a hoover.  This was a 
great STEM activity which was thoroughly enjoyed by all pupils  

S5 and S6 Chemists 
attended the University of 
the West of Scotland 
“Chemistry at Work” day. 
The event offered 
students the opportunity 
to appreciate the place of 
Chemistry in everyday life 
and work with short talks 
by speakers from 
industry.  Speakers included representatives from chemical engineering, forensic science 
and paint development.  The speakers discussed their current roles and their journey from 
high school chemistry to current position.  It was clear that Chemistry has a place in a wide 
range of careers and affords opportunities to travel and access a wide range of job 
opportunities that may or may not involve working in a lab! The pupils also had the 
opportunity to attempt a few CSI tasks. 

S1 and S3 visited Amazonia with Geography. They had a 
great day learning about the rainforest and holding lots of 
different animals before 
going bowling. 



It is with mixed feelings that we say farewell to Mrs McInnes who will be leaving us at the 
end of July to pursue a career in Primary teaching. Mrs McInnes has been a key figure in our Nursery for 
five years and we will miss her contribution greatly. We are delighted to announce, however, that Mrs 
Dobbinson has accepted the role of senior practitioner within the Nursery and, along with our existing team 
of experienced practitioners, will ensure that the Nursery goes from strength to strength moving forward. 
We wish both Mrs McInnes and Mrs Dobbinson success in their new positions. 

Name the year? 

Apollo 14 landed on the moon, the Eagles were formed, A 
Clockwork Orange and Dirty Harry were in the cinema and 
Celtic won the double.  The year was 1971 and more 
importantly than all that a young Patrick Scanlan began his 
teaching career in St Cuthbert's in Johnstone as an English 
teacher.  25 years later he was appointed as Headteacher, 
a little down the road from Fernhill in Castlemilk, at St 
Margaret Mary's Secondary School which he would 
lead  successfully for 11 years before his first "retirement" 
in 2007.   Alex Fergusonesque, he was persuaded to return 
to the whiteboard face to teach in St Ninian's in Eastwood 
before being asked to help out in the English department at 
Fernhill, "just for a few months”.  Six years later, having led 
the English Department as PT and taken on the role of 
Deputy Head those few months have sadly come to an 
end.   

 

Pat Scanlan is loved by pupils for his calm, relaxed 
manner, his genuine, caring, light hearted and fair attitude 

and the fact that he listens to pupils and let's them have circle time!  His colleagues love him too for his measured 
professionalism, wisdom, compassion and the time he has for everyone.  Mr Scanlan regularly lightened the mood of a 
management meeting or left the staffroom in laughter.   Fully committed to Fernhill School, Mr Scanlan loves the special ethos 
and sense of community at the school, the commitment of the staff and the sense of fun and purpose at Fernhill. In the week that 
Daniel Day Lewis announced his second retirement, Pat Scanlan follows suit. He has made a huge impression on pupils, staff 
and parents alike at Fernhill and will be sorely missed.  We wish him happiness with his wife, Patricia and their family and on the 
golf course. He leaves with the fondest of wishes from the whole Fernhill community for a long and happy retirement. 

We are delighted to inform you that we will 
welcome a new class teacher, Miss Sophie 
Gillespie, to Fernhill School for the start of our 
new session in August 2017. Miss Gillespie will 
join the Infant Department where she will assume 
responsibility for our Primary Two class.  

Miss Gillespie joins us from South Lanarkshire 
Council and brings with her a host of skills and 
talent which will enhance the teaching and 
learning within our school.  

We wish all Pupils, Parents and Staff a wonderful 

Summer and look forward to welcoming you 

back on Monday 21st August! 


