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NEWSLETTER 

On the evening of Wednesday November 4 Fernhill threw open its doors to welcome prospective pupils and parents to our school. 

The evening was enjoyed the large turnout of parents who were clearly impressed by the wide range of activities and expertise on 

offer and by the positive climate, the distinctive ethos and genuine sense of belonging throughout  our school community which was 

universally commented upon. Our next Open Evening is on Thursday 14th January and once again we are looking for the support 

from our Fernhill family to promote and support this event. 

 

Advent already and Christmas just 

round the corner! I am sure you’ll 

enjoy our November Newsletter 

with details of just some of the 

many activities which have taken 

place over the last month from 

visits to the Scottish Parliament 

and the exploits of our debating 

society to Percy the Park Keeper 

and the Princess and the Frog. We 

have been really busy all around 

out school!  

Our senior girls are currently 

submitting their university 

applications and getting 

organised for the SQA Preliminary 

Exams in February, while our 

Micro Tyco entrepreneur are 

congratulating themselves on a 

tremendously enterprising month, 

having raised a total of £455.71. 

The Parent Council enjoyed a very 

positive AGM and are always 

looking for new members, while 

our co-ed group are totally 

focussed to ensure a smooth 

transition for boys joining us next 

session. 

Best wishes,  

 

 

Dr Laura J Murphy, 

Head Teacher  

O u r  C h r i s t m a s  c a r o l  

singing got off to a flying 

start when our school 

choir entertained the  

people of Giffnock during 

their big lights switch on. 

The pupils were com-

mended for their singing 

and for their conduct 

throughout the day.  

As part of their science module on living 

things and lifecycles, Primary 2, 3 and 4 

opened up their classroom to an incuba-

tor full of hens eggs. Having waited pa-

tiently for the eggs to hatch, ensuring 

optimum temperature and light condi-

tions at all times, they were rewarded 

with the birth of 12 incredibly cute little 

chicks. The children looked after them 

with much love and attention and have 

now given them back to the farmer who 

will continue to look after them. 

This month we played host to the  

Newmains Pastoral team who facilitated two 

wonderful retreats for our pupils. The first was 

themed ‘Life Choices’ and was enjoyed by S4 and 

S5 and the second, attended by S1, was entitled 

‘Called by Name’. Both retreats presented a 

wonderful opportunity for reflection and change for 

all involved.  

Fernhill School’s Open Evening 



Primary 1 have been using Percy the Park keeper as a context 

for their learning this term and last week they took a trip to 

Cathkin Braes to see firsthand many of the things they had been 

taught in class. At the park they met a real live Park ranger who 

took them on a nature trail where they explored animal habitats, 

trees, flowers and other plant life. A great day and experience! 

This year’s Christmas Fayre, organised by the 

PTA, was perhaps one of our most successful 

ever with people commenting on the fantastic 

atmosphere and choice of Christmas goodies 

on sale. Santa’s grotto once again proved 

popular, as did our Christmas café with its tea, 

coffee, cakes and hot dogs. On the day around 

three thousand pounds was raised and a great 

time was had by all. 

Our lower secondary pupils experienced the first diet of 

academic examinat ions  th is  sess ion when they were  

confronted by tests in all of their subjects during the second week of November. 

Early returns suggest the girls are all coping well with the demands of the 

secondary school curriculum. 

In a busy month for our Debating Society 

four of our students took part in the 

national Donald Dewar Memorial Debating Competition, sponsored by the 

Law Society of Scotland ; the motion for debate was 'This House believes 

that the Internet causes more harm than good”. Competing at Holy Cross 

High School, were Sophie Kernachan and Anna Rutherford, with Arianna 

Marini and Muminah Koleoso competing at Kilsyth Academy. All pupils were 

highly commended for their performances and found the experience- where 

they all faced direct S6 competition - enriching and rewarding. Well done! 

Early this month we hosted our annual Ladies Lunch in the 

Holiday Inn, East Kilbride. The event was a fantastic success 

with all in attendance having a wonderful time thanks to the great 

food and entertainment on offer. Our thanks are extended to the 

One Heart and One Mind fundraising team who gave their time 

so generously to organise the event and in doing so raised a 

huge amount of money for our Fernhill Charity. 

Ladies Lunch! 

Percy the Park Keeper  

Debating Society  

We are delighted to 

congratulate Erin Allan 

(S4) in being chosen from 

all guide groups across the 

country- to represent 

S c o t l a n d  a t  a n 

International Girl Guides 

convention in Finland: a 

tremendous honour and a 

tribute to Erin, her family 

and her school! 

Erin Allan: Ambassador Christmas Fayre 2015 

Primary 1-4 at Princess and the Frog Concentration was the name of the 

game this week as our Primary chess 

team represented Fernhill school at a 

local competition held at Hamilton 

College. Pupils performed very well 

on the day and have won themselves 

passage to the next round. Well done 

all!  

Fun at Chess! 
Professor Bright Sparks, a science enthusiast, 

recently visited our Nursery and Infants to 

share her passion for science with them. The 

children marvelled at the fact that electricity 

could flow through their bodies to switch on a 

light and learned about the push pull forces 

employed 

in making 

t h i n g s 

move.  

Primary 1, 2, 3 and 4 took advantage of the 

National Film Festival this month and enjoyed a 

trip to the Grosvenor cinema to see the 

Princess and the Frog. The children loved the 

film and the learning that took place before and 

after the performance.  



Upcoming Events 

Tuesday 8th December The Feast of The Immaculate Conception is our 
Patronal Feast Day 

Tuesday 8th December  Nursery and Infant Nativity at Cambuslang Insititue 
4pm 

Thursday 10th December Christmas Entertainment provided by Fernhill School 
for retired local residents 

Friday 11th December S5&S6 Winter Prom in School Hall 

Saturday 12th December Choir Carol Singing at Princes Square  
2-3pm (All welcome) 

Monday 30th December  Carol Concert—St Marks Church 7pm 

Friday 18th December Last day of term—School closes 12pm 

Following a highly informative and successful visit to 

the Scottish Parliament on Thursday 12 December, 

organised by Miss Dutt and Mrs Kiani, which took in 

First Minister’s Questions and a session with a local 

MSP,  the girls decided to write and invite two of our 

MSP’s to Fernhill. We are delighted to report that 

James Kelly MSP will visit on December 4 to take 

part in a Q&A session with Modern Studies students, 

and that Patrick Harvie MSP and Leader of the 

Green Party, will also visit Fernhill on Monday 

January 11, to meet our ECO Group. 

House Competition Results 

Competition Winning House 

Spelling Bee Stevenson House  

Eco Fashion 
Show 

Kelvin for their Junior entry 
and Napier for their Senior 
entry 

Primary 7 have begun their Mock 

Court journey for the third year in 

succession and have been working 

really hard with their legal advisors 

to prepare a case for both 

prosecutors and defenders in the 

case between mobile phone Talk 

‘n’ Text and Mrs Telford. We wish 

them well in the competition. 

P7 Mock Court Visit to the Scottish Parliament: Pupil Power 

Our primary 7 Transitus class are 

thoroughly enjoying their science 

lessons in the Secondary school. 

This month they took a very inter-

esting look at a skeleton as part of 

their biology unit and had great fun 

with chemicals in their potions 

class. 

Our Nursery continue 

to get out and about 

using the minibus and 

their latest trip took 

them to the Scottish 

museum of rural life 

where they enjoyed a 

tractor ride and some 

very interesting learn-

ing about animals and 

farming. 

Learning and having fun at Nursery  

Our budding, young entrepreneurs 

have been busy throughout the 

month of November raising money 

for the Micro-Tyco charity. This 

charity issues micro loans to those 

in the developing world (mostly 

women) to allow them to set up their 

own businesses. Well done to all 

involved for raising £455.71!  

Micro Tyco 

Holly McIndoe S2 

along with Carla 

Xufre-Fay, Lisa Young and Sophie 

Tierney recently took part in the  

Scottish Road Relay Championships. 

Out of 159 competitors Holly finished 

10th overall running 1 mile in 4 

minutes 49 seconds- fantastic! Well 

done to all the girls but special 

congratulations to Holly. 

Scottish Road Relay Champions! 

November has been a busy month for House competitions with the ECO fashion show, the ECO code competition, the recycling 

initiative and the Spelling Bee all taking place. Congratulations to our winners. Updated scores below.  

Eco Fashion Show Spelling Bee 

Sagarika Ojha (S5) had the 
fantastic experience of working at 
the 2015 World Gymnastics 
Championships in Glasgow where 
there were over 700 gymnasts 
from 80 different countries. 
Sagarika thoroughly enjoyed her 
time spent working at this event 
and even managed to meet 
famous Olympic  W inning 
Gymnast Louis Smith!! 

S4-S6 pupils attended the 
Skills Scotland event at the 
SECC this month to 
discuss different career 
options for the future! Lots 
of  interesting information 
was available at the event. 

Our Parent Council had 

their AGM this month and 

it was very positive! New 

members are always 

welcome.  


