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Celebration of Achievement 

The wider community of Fernhill, the “Fernhill Family, congregated in Hamilton 

Town Hall on Tuesday 20th October  to mark and celebrate the range of  

successes achieved by our school in session 2014/15.Pupils from every stage of 

the Primary and Secondary departments stepped up with pride to receive awards 

for Academic Excellence, Contribution to School Life, Service to Others, Music, 

Duke of Edinburgh and Caritas. Pupils were also recognised for being confident,  

responsible and independent in their learning and their support of other people, 

both within and beyond the school. 

The range and quality of talent showcased on the evening was genuinely formida-

ble but perhaps the single most striking aspect of the evening was the special 

character of our school which was tangible within the auditorium and remarked 

upon by our guest speaker and presenter of awards, Jennifer Rodgers, herself a 

former pupil of Fernhill School who gave a brilliant insight into her time at Fernhill.  

The distinctive Fernhill ethos was also noted by Master of Ceremonies Mr  

Mimnagh, Depute Head Teacher,  by our Head Teacher Dr Murphy, and by our 

Head Girl, Georgia-May Drennan. The Fernhill aura and the formative experience 

provide within our school was recognised and remarked on by all key speakers 

and evident in the warmth and sincerity of their testimony. Congratulations to all! 

Head Teacher’s Welcome 

A warm welcome to our  

October Newsletter. 

Featuring prominently in our 

October Newsletter is our 

 recent awards ceremony  

celebrated on the 20th October 

in Hamilton Town House. A 

magnificent occasion as I'm 

sure you will agree.  

We cannot rest on our laurels 

though, and inside you will 

find details of the myriad of 

activities taking place within 

our school at the moment, 

from debating and public 

speaking to Halloween House 

completion to Cyber Bullying 

Awareness. The pace of activity 

never slows down, and I’ am 

constantly delighted by the 

spirit, commitment and 

enthusiasm of our staff and 

the magnificent response and 

resourcefulness of our young 

people. I'm sure you will find 

lots to amuse and entertain 

inside! 

Best wishes,  

Dr Laura Murphy 

Head Teacher 

Pictures by 
© James Carney 

firstthreesongs.com  

http://firstthreesongs.com/


Public Speaking and Debating Society 
Having returned from a one year hiatus, the Public Speaking and Debating Society has 
returned to Fernhill, sparking enthusiasm among its members. Later this month we will 
send two teams into battle in the Donald Dewar Debating Competition, organised by 
the Law Society of Scotland. All the very best of luck to Muminah Koleoso and Arianna 
Marini (both S3) and Sophie Kernachan and Anna Rutherford (both S4) in their first 
round challenges. Later in the year we will also have keen representatives in the Procurator Fiscal's Schools Public 
Speaking Competition, and the Poetry by Heart recital competition. 

School Improvement Plan 
This term our school improvement teams have made tremen-
dous progress in driving the school forward in literacy, numeracy 
and effective teaching and learning. Dovetailing into the school 
improvement plan, these focus groups have identified exciting 
and engaging initiatives designed to complement the work  
currently being carried out in class in these areas. One such  
initiative was our recent Finance week which gave every child in 
school the opportunity to hear firsthand, from a visiting member 
of Bank of Scotland, the importance of managing money, the 
benefits of spending and the various pitfalls associated with  
financial ignorance. Our pupils really enjoyed the experience and 
the representative from Bank of Scotland commended our young 
people as the most respectful and interested audience he had 
worked with in some time; a tremendous accolade to the  
standards upheld within our school. 

Internet Safety and Cyber Bullying 
Fernhill pupils entered the school hall to the wonderful tones of  Rich Cottell on 
Thursday afternoon. Rich is a singer/songwriter who had come to join the Fernhill 
girls for an afternoon of music and chat to raise awareness on the very serious and 
important issue of Cyber Bullying and Internet Safety. As much as pupils enjoyed 
singing along to such well-known songs as “Cheerleader” and “Shut Up And 
Dance”(with a little bit of dancing too!), the more serious side was well put across 
by Rich  as he chatted to pupils on about Internet Safety and Cyber-Bullying and 
really managed to get a very important message across at their level. 

 

Fernhill School Open Day 

A Reminder that we are holding our open 

day on Wednesday 4th November. Every-

one is welcome to come and join us to 

showcase our wonderful School. Word of 

mouth is our best advertising so please 

pass on to any friends and family who may 

be interested in sending their children to 

Fernhill School. This is a chance for them 

to have an experience of the unique family 

environment and academic excellence 

which we all benefit from. 

 
The S1/S2 and S3/S4 Hockey teams 
played St Aloysius' College on  
Saturday. All played exceptionally 

well for their first time, great job girls! 



House Competition Results 
House Total Points so far 

Napier 208 

Stevenson 198 

MacIntosh 178 

Kelvin 178 

A pink haze settled on Fernhill school on 
Friday 23rd October as we broke with tra-
dition and abandoned school uniform for 

pink clothes in support of Breast Cancer’s 
Wear it Pink day. On the day we raised 

over 600 pounds, twice what we had 
raised last year. A huge thanks to every-

one for their generosity.  

The Fernhill girls showed their is no end to 
their range of talents with all the creative 
and tasty looking Halloween cakes that 
were brought into school. They also 
showed their spooky and gruesome side 
in our fancy dress competition. Well done 
girls for all the effort you put into these 
house competitions.  Many more pictures 

on our Facebook page!  

 

Our Nursery continue to ex-
tend their outdoor learning and 
their latest adventure took 
them to Calderglen Country 
park where they saw the meer-
kats, pigs, wild cats and owls 
as well as many tropical fish 
and reptiles. Stay tuned for 

details of their next adventure.  

In October the Higher English class enjoyed a trip to see the 
new adaptation of Macbeth. Having studied this tragedy in 
great detail in class, it was a wonderful experience to see 
the characters and drama unfold in such a cinematic style. 
This has certainly highlighted to pupils how gripping the tale 
of Macbeth is, and the class was torn over the performance 
of Marion Cotillard portraying Lady Macbeth. The trip was 
enormous fun, and has also developed the pupils' under-

standing of the play in preparation for their exams.  

MacIntosh house kept up with the past 

traditions and were the overall winners 

in the secondary pop competition with 

their version of The Trebelmakers 

song, Magic from Pitch Perfect! Well 

done to all involved. All houses were 

fantastic with Napier also being com-

mented for creativity. 

The S1 History class and Miss Byrne braved the howling wind by 

climbing 250 steps to the top of The Wallace Monument which 

was then followed with a visit to Stirling Castle. Pupils were able to 

view firsthand where the battles of  the Wars of Independence 

took place. They had a great day and learned a lot! 

Reminder that Fernhill 

School’s Ladies Lunch is 

Sunday 8th November 

being held at Holiday Inn 

East Kilbride. Tickets are 

£40 and it is set to be a 

fantastic day! Tickets 

available from School  

office! 

The girls showed off their 
netball talents this month 
with the inter house net-
ball competition.  
Stevenson house claimed 
victory this time! Well 
done to 
all  

involved! 


