
Welcome to our November Newsletter which is once again full of many exciting activities that our 
pupils have been involved in. As we enter the Advent season we will be working with pupils to 
prepare them spiritually for Christmas. We also have a few key events that you are warmly invited 
to including our Carol Service and Infant Nativity.  

The academic focus and pace of learning in our school however, never drops in particular for our 
senior students who see SQA prelim exams approaching on the horizon!  

It is with great sadness that we share the news that Mrs Beth Fitzpatrick, Fernhill School’s first lay 
Head Teacher, sadly passed away. We are greatly honoured that our pupils were invited by her 
family to participate in her requiem Mass in recognition of her vast contribution to Fernhill School. I 
am sure that you will all join with us in remembering Mrs Fitzpatrick and her family in your 
prayers. 

Finally, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the PTA for organising the 
successful Christmas Fayre and to all parents for their continuous support to 
Fernhill School. 

 

Dr Laura J Murphy  

Head Teacher 

Best wishes, 

 

November 2017 

We held our Christmas Fayre this month and it was a fun filled afternoon for everyone. 
As well as a very special visit from Santa, we also had our very own Monster truck to 
explore. The tea, coffee and cakes were a huge hit with the mums and dads and our 
ever popular tombola and raffle didn't fail to excite its many visitors. All in all, a great day 
was had thanks to our wonderful PTA, staff and family members who give so 
generously of their time and their support to make events such as this a huge success.  
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We were honoured to welcome Mara Emanuela Luongo, 
Education Department Director of the Italian Consulate General 
in London and Carlo Perrotta, Consul General for Scotland and 
Northern Ireland to Fernhill School. Both were very impressed by 
the pupils they saw in the Primary and Secondary school and 
commended Fernhill School for the work they were doing as part 
of their educational partnership with the Italian Consulate.  

Fernhill School are proud to report that once again they have been 
hugely successful in the South Lanarkshire Road Safety Poster 
competition. The competition attracts thousands of entries from every 
school in the region and Fernhill School picked up second and third 
place, an amazing achievement from such a small school. We also 
had two pupils highly commended for their work. Well done girls.  

On Thursday 2nd 
November we were 
delighted to welcome 
Professor Jeremy Bagg, 
Head of Glasgow Dental 
School, Dr Will McLean, 
Senior Clinical University 
Teacher at Glasgow 
Dental Hospital and 
Jennifer Rodgers, 
Consultant in Dental 
Public Health for Forth 
Valley Health Board to 
Fernhil School where they 
presented us with our 
certificate of achievement 
for being part of the 
record breaking Big 
Smile, Big Band. All pupils 
and staff who formed part 
of the smile are now 
official Guiness World 
Record Holders! Well 
done everyone.  

Fernhill School joined forces with many people around the world by 
wearing red to raise awareness of persecuted Christians and all who 
suffer for their peacefully held beliefs. Organised by Aid to the Church in 
need, Wednesday 22nd November was observed as a day where people 
would stand together and pray for peace and tolerance of all people 
regardless of their faith beliefs. The day also provided an opportunity to 

Primary 4, 5 and 6 celebrated St. Andrew's day 
by making not one, but two pots of traditional 
Scottish soup. They peeled and chopped the 
vegetables and prepared the stock before handing it 
over to the kitchen where it was cooked until it was 
perfect. They all then enjoyed a tasting session and 
unanimously agreed it was delicious. Well done boys 
and girls, a great exercise in food and technology that 
you hopefully won't forget. Hopefully some parents 
are being treated to a re-run! 

Congratulations to Sophie Kernachan and Muminah Koleoso, who have 
successfully progressed to the second round in the Donald Dewar Memorial 
Debating Tournament. Participating against Craigholme School, the pupils 
successfully argued against the motion that monuments to controversial figures 
should be removed. Erin McQuillan and Woodjina Lanahan also participated in the 
debate, and although their team will not progress, they were praised for the 
structure and style of their arguments. Well done to all involved.  

Congratulations to Aoife Canny and Mia Watson, 
who represented the school in the COPFS public 
speaking competition. The girls were discussing 
the pressures that the media and fashion 
industry place on young people. This was a 
fantastic experience for two of the youngest 
members of our public speaking group, and the 
girls performed admirably. 

S2 and S3 enjoyed their Geography trip to 
Dynamic Earth. They went on a tour through 
time, watched a film about Supervolcanoes and 
completed a workshop about the layers of the 
earth.  

Some of the children 
from the Rainbow 
room enjoyed a stroll 
in the fresh air in the 
woods. With trees, 
hiding places, a den 
and leaves to do 
anything you like with, 
our forest gardens are 
the perfect place to 
spend a crisp Autumn 
afternoon.  
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Upcoming Key Dates  

Monday 4th December  DofE Parents Meeting - 6:30pm  

Wednesday 6th December  P1-S1 Aladdin Pantomime in School 

Wednesday 6th December PTA Meeting 7pm 

Thursday 7th December Primary 5 Retreat 

Friday 8th December Senior School Prom - School Hall 7-11pm 

Friday 15th December Infant and Nursery - Cambuslang Institute 4pm 

Monday 18th December  Carol Service - St Marks Church 7pm 

Tuesday 19th December Princes Square Carol Service - 2-3pm 

Thursday 21st December  Term Ends 12noon 

Primary 1, 2 and 3 had a wonderful time at the cinema when they went to see Boss Baby as part 
of the Into Film festival for schools. They travelled by bus to Silverburn, which in itself was an 
adventure, and then settled down to enjoy the movie, complete with their cinema snacks and 
goodies.  

Well done to Bjorn (P6) who 
won gold and silver medals 
representing Fernhill School  at 
the Scottish Schools 
Swimming Championships. He 
won Silver for 25m freestyle 
and Gold for 25m backstroke. 
Fantastic achievement!  

Piaras Carney won our 
recent House 

Competition Spelling 
Bee for St. Andrew's 

House. Well done 
Piaras on his second 
consecutive victory!  

Mrs Beth Fitzpatrick 1929-2017 

 

Mrs Elizabeth Fitzpatrick attended Elmwood School in Bothwell. She was a language graduate of the 
University of Glasgow. She was Headmistress of Fernhill School until 1992.  She was an outstanding 
Headmistress and Teacher.  Highly respected by both staff and pupils alike, Mrs Fitzpatrick  commanded 
that rare quality of quiet presence.  You always knew when she was in the room without her having to utter 
a single word. She was also powerful force in the success of the School. 

Mrs Fitzpatrick was of course also first and foremost a loving mother, devoted wife and charming woman. 
She enjoyed her garden and regular walks with her husband Peter. She was also an accomplished piano 
player and linguist. She enjoyed speaking Italian and visiting Italy. 
Added to all of this was her wisdom and talent for giving calming and effective advice,  One example of this 
was that we should be kind to ourselves and accept that all we can do is make the best decision in any 
given moment. Put another way, sometimes in life you make a decision that doesn’t always work out as 
well as you had hoped it would but that doesn’t mean you were wrong to have made the decision to try. 
This attitude was reflected in her dedication to her pupils’ education and encouraged her pupils to have a 
“can do” attitude. 

In memory of her, we should continue to encourage our pupils to keep that attitude with one heart and one mind.  Mrs Fitzpatr ick 
is survived by her husband Peter and their four children and also her grandchildren. May she rest in peace and the Pupils and 
Staff of Fernhill carry forward the outstanding legacy she left by her dedication to the School.  

 Michaela Hinchin, Former Fernhill School Pupil 

The children in the Upper 
Primary were delighted to 

attend a film adaptation of The 
Roald Dahl classic film, 
‘Matilda’ at the Glasgow Film 

Theatre. They very much 
enjoyed the story of young 
Matilda who, as she grows 

older, begins to discover that 
she has telekinetic powers. Not until a 
teacher shows her kindness for the first time 

does she realise that she can use those 
powers to do something about her sufferings 
and help her friends as well. A very enjoyable 

trip! 


