
Welcome to our January Newsletter. It has been once again a busy start to the term. The month 

started with our open evening and followed with one of our most successful Assessment Days in 

many years. I would like to thank all parents, pupils and staff for supporting our open evening 

and sharing positive news about Fernhill School. Our Senior pupils have just completed their 

Prelim examinations and the school’s management team are busy working in partnership with 

parents and pupils on an individual basis to ensure each of our young people have a clear plan to 

prepare for their SQA examinations in May. All pupils undergoing key transitions will receive a 

careers education programme and we are grateful for the assistance of parents help in 

broadening their horizons for future careers. Our ‘One Heart One Mind Ball’ is scheduled for 

Saturday 12th May 2018 and all parents are asked  to support this school key fundraiser.  A 

reminder that Monday 19th February is an in-service day and I hope you all 

enjoy the mid-term break.  
Dr Laura J Murphy  

Head Teacher 
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What a terrific time we had celebrating Rabbie Burn's birthday at Fernhill School. Not only 
were we entertained with a Scottish song or verse from every class but we rounded it off with 
a Burns supper courtesy of Morrison's supermarket who donated haggis, neeps, tatties and 
lovely Scottish water, not to mention oat cakes and cheese and shortbread. The afternoon 
was concluded with a very closely fought House competition, in which the eventual winners 
were St. Andrew's House. Well done everyone for working so hard on your performances and 
well done teachers for the hard work and effort put into pulling it all together.  

 

Over 50 of our Secondary pupils took part in the ‘Oxford University 
UK Bebras’ computational thinking competition. Imogen of S2 
achieved an exceptionally high score, landing herself in the top 
10% of scores UK-wide! This was no mean feat as 72,000 pupils of 
Imogen’s age group took part. Imogen will now be invited to take 
part in another computational thinking competition in March. Well 
done to Imogen - we will be rooting for you in March!  

Fernhill School pupils attended The Diocese of 

Motherwell's annual Education Mass held in Our 

Lady of Good Aid Cathedral, Motherwell.  
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This month we saw another very closely run House 
competition with the senior pupils participated in inter house 
dodgeball. The eventual overall winners were St. Andrews 
House. Well done to everyone who participated.  

Upcoming Key Dates  

First Holy Communion 

Meeting 

Wednesday 7th February 6pm  

Mid-Term Break Monday 12th - 16th February 2018 

In-Service Day Monday 19th February 2018 

School Re-opens Tuesday 20th February 2018 

S5&S6 Information Evening Wednesday 21st February 2018 

First Reconciliation Thursday 8th March 2018 

We were delighted to welcome Allen-Michael and Sarah 

from Net Ministry to the school in January.  Our Senior 

pupils had met Net Ministry during our retreats in 

November, but this time the team visited Fernhill to share 

their ministry with our S5 and S6 pupils and to give them the 

opportunity to serve, themselves.  As Catholic education 

week taught about ‘Serving the Common Good’ it was 

timely to have Net Ministry inviting our pupils to consider the 

opportunity to serve God by working with the team here in 

Scotland and abroad.  Net Ministry were very impressed 

with our pupils and gave them some real food for thought. 

Bishop Joseph Toal, the Bishop of Mothwell Diocese, has reviewed the provision of school Chaplains across the Diocese. I 
am sorry to inform you that Fr. Alex Stewart will be stepping down as our Chaplain after many happy years with us. We will 
all miss his kind and caring pastoral support and also miss a true friend of Fernhill School. Fr Bernard Mournian will join us 
as Chaplain from Monday 19th February and I am sure that he will make a great impact on the school. I am keen to 
recognise Fr Alex’s contribution; if any parents wish to make a contribution to a presentation for 
Fr Alex this can be done by handing in an envelope, marked ‘Fr Alex presentation’ to Yvonne in 
the school office. 

We would like to extend a warm invitation to all of you to come along and join 

us in supporting the Fernhill School ‘One Heart One Mind Ball’ on Saturday 

12th May in the Hilton, Glasgow. Last year’s Ball was an outstanding success 

and this year's ball is set to be another fantastic night out and also a fabulous 

source of fund raising for our school. Regardless of whether you are two 

people wanting to come along on your own or are part of a group of ten, please 

do not hesitate to reserve tickets. Tickets are priced at £100 each and a 

premium table of ten is £1000. To order tickets or for more information please 

call Yvonne Paterson at the school office on 0141 634 2674 or e-mail 

info@oneheartonemind.co.uk.  


